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and turned into another; hut an Overman, Tome DayS 
after this Change, and upon fome Notion of his own, 
being induced, as is fuppofed, by a frefft, cool, frofty 
Breeze of Wind, which blew that unlucky Morning, 
and which always clears the Works of all Sulphur, had 
gone too near this Pit, and had met the Sulphur juft as 
it was purging and difperfing it felfy upon which the 
Sulphur immediately took Fire by his Candle, and fo. 
he proved the occafion of the Lofs of himfelf and fo ma¬ 
ny Men, and of the greateft Fire that ever was known 
in thefe Parts. 


III. An Account of the Succefs of an Attempt to conti¬ 
nue federal Atmofpheres of Air condenfed in the 
fpace of one y for a confiderable time . Mr. Tr. 

Hauksbee, F. 5^. 


March 30, 1708. 

I Injected with my Siringe into a very thick Flint- 
Glafs Bottle, (which I had procur’d to be made on 
purpofe for the Experiment) between four and five At¬ 
mospheres of Air, as the included Gage demonftrated, 
which continu’d in that State till about the 7th of Au~ 
guft following; when looking on’t, (as ufually once in 
four or five Days) I found that the Air Inje&ed at the 
prementioned time, had made its Efcape, the Weather 
fora Week before (or thereabouts) having been very 
hot; efpecially one Day I obfervd the Spirit in the Ther¬ 
mometer had afcended one hundred and twenty Degrees 
above the Freezing Point. And notwithstanding the 
Bottle was continual!v kept under Water, yet the Ce¬ 
ment 
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raent, that was made ufe of to fallen the Brafs Cap to tt 3 
fuffer’dfueh a Softnefs, as render’d it uncapable to relift 
the Spring of die Injected Air. I obferv’d, that altho 7 ' 
all the Air as was capable of fpring was fled, yet the 
Mercury in the Gage remain'd about three quarters of 
an Inch in height, above the Surface of that in which its 
open end was immers’d;. which was about a <5th part lefs 
lpace,than what the fame Air poflefl before the Injection, 
and Bill remains fo, notwithftanding it is conftantly ex¬ 
pos’d to the open ,Air. Which manifeftly Ihews, that the 
Springs, or conflituent Parts of the Air, do not in time 
totally reftore themfelves after handing fo long bent. 
And had not. the Accident of Heat happen’d, but it had 
continu’d in that State, as at firfl: Injected, for a Year or 
two, (as Jthop’d for) I doubt not, but the Springs of it 
would have been render’d much more incapable of their 
Reiteration. From hence it is ealie to conclude, that if 
nine or ten Atmofpher.es of Air were condens’d in the 
fpace ofone, and to remain in that State fora Year or 
two; that when the Veflcl, that contains them, fhall be¬ 
come expos’d open to the Air, .that then Bodies, fuch as 
very thin Glafs Bubbles, (fuppofing them not to be a- 
bove five or.fix times fpecifically heavier than their like 
Bulk of common Air) would float on fuch a Medium, 
which would be very furprifing, to fee a Body fupport- 
cd by an Invifible A gent. Bu t I am not fure of this, for 
I cannot tell but it may be a means to render Air vifi- 
ble; From whence fame Difcoveries may be made, 
which otherwife it may be impoflible to know. But let 
it happen how it will (for Nature will have her own 
waysj I doubt not but feveral ufeful Inferences may be 
made from fuch an Experiment. 


IV. An 



